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	What’s next
Legislative issues are being worked at both State and National levels. Our Directors are collecting Dues, if you have not paid 2007 dues please contact your director.    The National Conference in Aug is an important event on our radar screen.  We are in the process of setting up a system to pay the annual dues online.
Legislative Reception

There will be a reception held at the NGAUS building, 1 Massa chutes Avenue, 1800-2000 hrs 21 MAR 07. Members are encouraged to come and fellowship with the Senators/congressman.  

Chairman’s Letter MAJ Brian Keller
 Greetings,
In this time of global change, it is reassuring to know that your professional organization is working hard to advance and benefit its members.  You may wonder what your association has done or is doing for you. To answer that, would be “just about everything” from funding equipment, to pay, benefits and quality of life initiatives. NGAUS has been the voice on Capitol Hill for the National Guard since 1878. In this letter, I would like to address specifically what the NGAUS objectives are and what accomplishments have been achieved for FY 07.

One major goal of NGAUS is to educate its members as well as the public.  The ultimate goal would be for all members of the NDARNG to become active NGAUS members.  As part of the best National Guard in the nation, NDARNG members should consider it a privilege to support the National Guard Association, which does so much to make us what we are.  NGAUS also acts as a resource for the National Guard as a whole.  This is achieved through lobbying in Congress as well as the President.  We are striving to create working relationships with individual state associations.  NGAUS also works to maintain a library and museum in Washington, DC.

NGAUS has made extraordinary strides in its accomplishments.  After 7 years, we have obtained Tricare for all members.  We have retained 350,000 ARNG end strength.  We authorize Title 32 AGR’s and technicians to conduct training and operational missions.  MILCON:  ARNG $561M ANG $294M.  We are currently working to achieve empowerment.  To gain empowerment, we are pushing forth with the National Guard Empowerment Acts of 2006 and 2007 introduced by Senators Leahy and Bond.  

The legislative vision of NGAUS is to enhance our voice on Capitol Hill by using efficient internal processes, focused lobbying techniques, and improved communications with our members and partners.

I strongly encourage all members of the NDARNG to belong to NGAUS.  I would challenge all current NGAUS members to make it a personal goal to recruit officers until we have 100% participation.

If you have any questions regarding your state or national association, please contact your current board members or your unit representative.
The Resolution Process
The purpose of our organization is to communicate our ideas to the legislative branch of the government, both at the State and National levels.  If we want to change any laws affecting the National Guard this is the organization to “get ‘er done”.  

There are two different types of resolutions to be aware of, State level resolution and National resolutions.  State resolutions are proposed law changes that effect North Dakota laws or the organization bylaws.  National resolutions are proposals for congress to support law changes in favor of the Guard on a National level. 
You may have heard the phrase; “That will take an act of congress…..” meaning almost impossible.  Our organization tries to get congress to act on resolutions, bills and laws that are beneficial to Us as members and the National Guard.  The beauty of our organization is that all members have a vote in what the organization proposes.  These are “Your” resolutions and can affect future of the guard?  “YOU!!” can make a difference, get involved and be educated.   
Fund Raising Ideas

We have different fund raiser ideas to include hats, Coffee mugs/ beer Steins “Conference” Shirts and raffles.  The goal is to find ideas that “you”, the membership, will support.  If we get your input through your director the association can reduce our financial risk. To pre-order NDNG guard hats click here.  See pic below.
National Conference San Juan, Puerto Rico       25-27 Aug 07
Think of the National conference as the “State Fair” or the “Valley City Winter Show” of the National Guard.  Military vendors display their products that are available now and future concepts under development with the intent of educating attendees.  I think it is a great opportunity for education and self development.  I hope that every member of the association attends at least one National level conference, preferably during their Junior to mid level ranks, when they still have time to implement what they learn.  
If you plan on attending contact LTC Brent Ehrichs.  
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